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27 Pebrvary 1959

Mr. Hugh S. Cueming, Jr.

Director, Buresu of Intalligence
and Regsarch

Depuritment of Stete

Wesbiogbon 25, 0.4,

Deny Mr. Cusming,

As Chaimsan of the USIR Compittee on Procuremsnt of
¥oreign Publications, I have been regquested on several occaslons
to edvise librariss on the problem of negotisting exchange of
pablications with certalm foveign covmtries with whom the United
States doss pot heve diplomatie relations. My veplies to these
requasts have besp invarisbly thet U.8. Goverument libraries are
preciuded from sveh negotiations without the axpress approval of
the State Depsritaeat.

- The countrics wier considerabion are Commuist
Chine, Best Qermeny, Pulgavia, Horth Kores, Horth Viet Bam and
the Mongolisn People’s Republic. The Library of Congress has
bad, for exemple, ceal pecsissicn from the Dugartnant of State
to conbins existing exchonges with East Germany and Bulgoria.
whare elso exist verlations in the interpretetion as to what
body, whethar govermsent, guasi-officiad or peivate, can he the
recipient of the exchanges sbrosd.

During the couras of the 24 Februery 1959 mesting of
our Committes, wo bhad a thorough discusalion of the whole probliom,
snd I was instructed to write you, reguestiag an officlal ruling
on the subject. Amumg othevs, the Tollowing facts vere mentionsd:
a) enchange 1s an lmportant source of progurement for U.8. Govern-
mont libravies {the Yibrery of Comgress has owver 17,000 exchenges
world wide; the Dapertment of Agroeculture Likraxy receives sboub
704 of its publisations via exchange) and b libreries are not
reselving important piblicaiions fron thege councrius in sush
Pislds, for exemple, as boteny, lrrigatiom, soils, ete. Moot of
these pukiications are rob evailshle through amy sowres othor than
axehange. '
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able to we. The betiter collection these libraries have, the
batter our inteliligeuee. As 2 cass in point, we have invited

a5 members of our Commities in recognition of thelr substantisl
rola in prosuressmt, representatives from the three natiooml
1ibraries: the Library of Congress, Mational Libwrary of Medicine
and the Department of Agricdlture Librazy.

We realize that exchanges with foreign countries with
whoms the United States does not hove diplosmtie relations have
whay implications of policy bayond owr purrview. We would,
therefore, appreciate a statememt of poliey from the Department
of State on the mstier of exchanging publicationz with each of the
six countries mwentiocned above.

Sinceraly yours,
/e/
] 25X1A9a

Chetrmen, Cowmlities on Procursmant
of
FPorelgn Publications
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